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NEW MANHATTAN FACILITY DESIGN GUIDELINES

Summary Version

DDC is working with the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice (MOCJ) and the NYC Department of Correction
(DOC) to implement the City’s plan to build four smaller, safer and fairer borough-based jail facilities and to
close the jails on Rikers Island. The new Manhattan facility will be located at the site of the current Manhat-
tan Detention Complex (MDC) at 124-125 White Street.

The city previously engaged with various stakeholders and communities to get their feedback on design
guidelines. Design guidelines will be included in the new facility’s Request for Proposals (RFP) to inform
design-builders on how to achieve a design that is appropriate to create environments. The Borough Based
Jails program (BBJ) will re-engage with the community and get their feedback on the following new facility
design guidelines.

1. Community and commercial space on the ground floor: 20,000 square feet.

2. Design to respond to the character of the neighborhood and surrounding communities: Civic Centre, Col-
lect Pond Park, Foley Square, Canal Street, Mulberry Street, Columbus Park, White Street, Bayard Street,
Centre Street, and pedestrian perspectives.

3. Design the facility to serve as an active gateway between neighborhoods and strengthen pedestrian con-
nections.

4. Design the White Street arcade to feel spacious and welcoming to pedestrians, with good lighting, and
feels safe 24 hours a day.

5. Create a cohesive and engaging streetscape on Baxter and Centre Street.
6. Advance and support public art in public spaces.

7. Design to encourage a safe and direct pedestrian crossing from Columbus Park to the White Street ar-
cade, and the intersection of White Street and Centre Street.

8. Design clear and safe parking and vehicular access points for staffs on Centre Street.

9. Activate the site during dismantling and construction with graphics, project information, and temporary
artwork.

10. Design a welcoming, accessible, and prominent entrance for visitors on Centre Street.
11. Minimize the visibility of the Sally Port.

12. Provide simple wayfinding in the lobby, considering different languages and cultures.
13. Design public areas to be open, comfortable, welcoming, and safe.

14. Ensure individuals released from custody have access to reentry support services as they exit through
the public lobby.

15. Design staff areas that are calming, professional, high-quality, and comfortable.

16. Design areas for people in custody to convey respect, and to provide a sense of dignity. Design for safe
and accessible spaces with ample programming.

17. Design outdoor recreation spaces to be easy and appealing to access from the dayroom with a sense of
connection to nature. Design rooftops to provide outdoor recreation or garden space.
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