
• Elements to add visual texture, acoustic buffering, and subtle  
stimulation

• Sense of autonomy and distinct spaces in dayroom

• Clear visual wayfinding queues

• Variety in materiality, colors, and textures to stimulate the senses without 
overwhelming them

• Variety of soft lighting to deinstitutionalize the space

• Smaller, more intimate spaces through varying floor finishes and  
furniture types

• Design buildings and spaces where all human needs are met in 
an equitable and sustainable manner.             

• Foster communities where all people have equal access to  
shelter, health and nature.                  

• Design spaces that enrich and inspire all people.

• Design safety and security throughout the facility.

Interior Spaces
Guiding Principles

Understanding Design Grounded in Dignity and Respect

Designing for Equity

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop
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ACCESS TO DAYLIGHT

VIEWS TO NATURE
NATURE-BASED DESIGN ELEMENTS

NATURAL MATERIAL

ACCESS TO DAYLIGHT

SAFETY TRUSTWORTHINESS + 
TRANSPARENCY

PEER SUPPORT

COLLABORATION EMPOWERMENT RESPONSIVENESS

Throughout the facility,
people feel physically and 

psychologically safe

Decisions are made with transparency 
and with the goal of building and 

maintaining trust

Individuals with shared experiences are 
integrated into the organization and 

viewed as integral to service delivery

Participants work together to make 
determinations on programs, 

schedule and activities that affect 
people in the space

People’s strengths are recognized, 
built on, and validated – this includes a 

belief in resilience and the ability to 
heal from trauma

Biases and stereotypes (e.g., based 
on race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

age, geography) and historical trauma 
are recognized and addressed

Design Vision

Understanding the Relationship to Programming, Daylight and Outdoors

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Interior Spaces

Annual Solar Radiation Analysis

Court Daylight Strategy

Integrated Solutions

Human-Centric Design
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• Natural light

• Human experience

• Access to outdoor views

• Medical treatment

• Counseling

• Programs & education

• Variety of materials, colors & textures

Creating a Humane Environment

Creating a Human-Centric Interior Design

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Interior Spaces

Dayroom at Single-Tier Housing Study

Dayroom at Double-Tier Housing Study

Staff Dining Study

Recreation Yard Study

*Aspirational Precedent of HOK Chicago Facility
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